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ACCESS
for ELLs

MY CLASSROOM TALK TABLET

ASK

When we “ask” 
 we are wondering 

about things:

“Why did you say…” 
“Why do you think…”

TELL ABOUT

When we “tell about” we 
explain our thinking  

to others in the group:

“I think…”
“I noticed…”

COMPARE

When we “compare” 
we talk about:

“They are the same because…”
“They are different because…”

WHAT DO YOU 
MEAN?

When we don’t 
 understand, we can ask:

“What do you mean?”
“Can you explain?”

“Can you tell me more?”

?
? ?

?
??

RETELL

When we “retell” we explain 
someone else’s  

thinking to the group:

“He said…”
“She said…”

TELL WHY

When we “tell why”  
we give facts:

“We learned that…”
“In our book it said…”

ADD MORE

When we “add more” we use 
other people’s ideas  

and add our own:

“I like what you said because…” 
“I like your idea, but maybe we 

should change…”
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TELL ABOUT

When we “tell about” we 
explain our thinking  

to others in the group:

“I think…”
“I noticed…”
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WHAT DO YOU 
MEAN?

When we don’t 
 understand, we can ask:

“What do you mean?”
“Can you explain?”

“Can you tell me more?”

?
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RETELL

When we “retell” we explain 
someone else’s  

thinking to the group:

“He said…”
“She said…”
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COMPARE

When we “compare” 
we talk about:

“They are the same because…”
“They are different because…”
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TELL WHY

When we “tell why”  
we give facts:

“We learned that…”
“In our book it said…”
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ADD MORE

When we “add more” we use 
other people’s ideas  

and add our own:

“I like what you said because…”
“I like your idea, but maybe we 

should change…”
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ASK

When we “ask”  
we are wondering 

about things:

“Why did you say…” 
“Why do you think…”


